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RECENT EVENTS IN CANBERRA

· The Launch of the ‘Unearth Your Future’ Website: The website has been developed by the Minerals Council of Australia and was launched by the Secretary of the Department of Industry Science and Training, Jeff Harmer, at the Hyatt Hotel on Wednesday 11 August 2004.  The purpose of the site is to inform educators, students, parents and the community of the opportunities that exist for employment and training in the mining industry in Australia.  The Secretary and two young people working in different aspects of the industry addressed the meeting.  The site will be an invaluable resource for Careers practitioners, in both secondary and tertiary education, in assisting young people to make choices about their futures.
· Science Careers Working Group: This group was formed in response to Minister Nelson’s announcement on 6 April 2004 of the National Skills Shortages Strategy which will address work force planning in critical industries.  One sector that falls into that category is science and emerging technology careers and one focus of the group was to develop strategies to assist students make informed decisions about pursuing careers grounded in science.  A representative of CICA was invited to be a member of the Working Group because of its national focus and the ability of its members to alert school leavers and graduates to the viability of the industry as a potential employer.
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